A teacher's guide
to DLD

I've never heard of DLD.
Whatisit?

DLD stands for Developmental Language Disorder. It is where people have difficulties
understanding or using their native language. It is not rare and is thought to affect
approximately 2 children in every class of 30.

Is DLD the label given to anyone with language difficulties?

No.

People with a genetic condition associated with language difficulties, such as Down
Syndrome, or a history of hearing loss or a diagnosis of Autism, are not considered to
have DLD.

Does DLD only affect children?

No.

While language skills improve over the years, people with DLD will have persistent
difficulties using language throughout their life. So DLD also affects adults. Some
people are not diagnosed until adulthood.
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